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amendments were calculated to fecure. On examining the exifting laws upon the fubje& of fcr.
ries, and the opsration of thofe laws for many years, we could ngt difcover that any inconveni.

encies prevailed, except perhaps from the limitation of the power of the county courts in the
cltablihment of public ferrics at Places where fuch undertak

<ings have been ufed fince the paflage
of the original ad, and from the excefs of power given over the'property of owners or potleflors
in cafe of refufal or difability to keep or rent the ferries attached fto their foil. "I'hefe Inconve-

niencies are propofed to be remedied by the amendments of the fenate; in all other refpeéls the

provifions of the prefent a&s are preferved, without material alterdtion, and were comprifed into
one {yflem for more general convenience. We faw no good reafon for divefting the county cour:s

of the power heretofore given them upon this fubje&t; and therefore all the amendments relating
to this branch of the bill, only propofed to leave the authority whede it has ill along fubfifted ; we
perceived that the provifions of the exilting laws were intended O prevent monopolies, znd to
excite a valuable competition among different perfons licenfed at the fame ferry; and approving
of this policy, we ‘thought it proper to preferve it in the formation of @ new law. It muft be
conceded, that independently of any law, cvery citizen has a right!to ufe 1 public highway lead.
ing to any water, and alfo a right to crofs th4t water, and to land upon the highway on the op-
pofite fhore; he has of courfe a right to employ a boat and laboy ers for this purpofe, and alfo
for the accommodation of others who may delire to pafs over the fame water; and this right is
now reftrained in o other degree than has become neceflary for pyblic convenicnce, by the due
regulation of ferries. Upon the whole, if you will be pleafed to compare the amendments with
the provifions of the exifting laws, you will find that nothing affe ing the rights of apy indivi-
dual whatfoever has been propofed by the fenate ; on the contrary, lyou will perceive, by a care-
ful attention to the provifions of the propofed bill as originated by the houfe of delegates, that
the right or privilége of keeping a public or county ferry was limitted to the |-roprictor of the
foil binding on the water, to the exclufion of all other perfons; a right or privilege clearly cal-
culated to create a monopoly, contrary to the {pirit of the bill of rights, and to prevent thae
competition fo obvioufly ufeful to the community.  For thefe reafons we cannot recede from our
amendments, and hence, we prefume, you will acquiefce with our defire 1o deciine the confe-
rence which you have propofed. |

] By order, A VAN-HCRN, clt.
The refolution in favoyr of the adjutant-general was read the fceand time and allented to.

The bill, entitled, An 28 to provide for the adminiftration jultice in cafes of crimes

and mifdemeanors in the: city and county of Baltimore, was read the fecond time and wil
pafs. ‘ :

“T'he refolution in fav
erder and affented to.

The bill, entitled, An a@ to make permancnt and to contin

ae |the alls of allembly. therein
mentioned, was read the fecond time by efpecial order and will pafs, :

The three bills, meflage, and bill mentioned therein, and two refolitions next before menti-
oned, and the bill, entitled, An a& to authorife the laying out a public road from Thomas Undcr
Hill’s mill, to inter{i& the road leading from John Neale’s to Johw Coxe’s, in Harford ccunty,

and the bill, entitled, An 26t to eftablifh an academy at Kafton, in Talbor county, were feut to
the houle of delegates by the clerk.

The refolution in favour of James Steele,
from. ‘ . -

‘The clerk of the houfe of delegates delivers to the clerk of the fenate a bill, entitled, An 2@t
for the punifhment of horfe-fluzlers and other offenders, thus endorfed; « By the houfe of d.jc.
t gates, December 16, 1799: Read the firft time and ordered 1o lie ¢n the tible,

‘“ By order, .. W. HARWOOD, cl;.
“ By the houfe of delegates, December 28, 1799: Read the fecond time and will pafs,

“ By order, W, IIAR\VOOD, clk.”
A bill, entitled, An ad for the beneft of John Shewman, of Wathington county, thus endorfed ;

% By the houfe of delegates, December 27, 1799: Read the firt and fecond time by efpucial
** order and will pafs. |

our of Gabriel Duvall, and others, was read the frcond time by efpeciul

and others, was read t?]e fecond time and diffented

: “ By order, WL HARWOOD, clx.”
A bill, entitled, An a& to lay out and “open a public road in the upper part of Quecn-Anne’s
- sounty, thus endorfed ;¢ By the houfe of delegates, December 27y 1799: Read the firlt time
* and ordered to lic on the table,

¢ By order, : W, HARWOOD, clk.
% By the houfe of delegates, December 275 1799: Read the facond time by cfpecial ordar and
“ will pafs. :

“ By order, W. HARWOOD, q¢lk.”
‘A bill, entitled, An a& to authorife certain commiflioners to lay off a town in Princc-Gcorgc’s
county by the name o Van’s-Viile, thus endorfed; ¢ By the houfe of delegates, Decewbor 24,
1799 : Read the ﬂrl%timc and ordered to lie on the table..

| By order, - W. HARWOOD, |clk,

& By the houfe of de]e$ates, December 28, 1799: Read the fecond time and will pats,
Sy ' “ By order, W. IIARWOOD, dL.»
‘A’bill, entitled, An ad annulling the mu;x'iage of Joha Crift, of Frederick county, und Sx‘:f:mna
his: wife, und a bill, chtit]cd, An a& to authorife and empower the jullices of tiic lcv._v court pt'
frince-Gzorge’s countyito pul! dowa the repolitory of the records of the. regiller of wills in faid

i

county,
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